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United  States  Geological Survey,  the headquarters  of which
was at New Harmony till 1856. Podmore, writing in 1906, says:
Thus, though Owen's great experiment failed, a quite un-
looked-for success in another direction rewarded his efforts. New
Harmony remained for more than a generation the chief scien-
tific and educational centre in the West; and the influences
which radiated from it have made themselves felt in many
directions in the social and political structure of the country.
Even to this day the impress of Robert Owen is clearly marked
upon the town which he founded. New Harmony is not as
other towns of the Western States. It is a town with a history. The
dust of those broken hopes and ideals forms the soil in which
the life of the present is rooted. The name of Owen is still
borne in the town by several prominent citizens, descendants of
the great Socialist. The town is proud in the possession of a
public library—the librarian himself a grandson of one of the
original colonists—of some fifteen thousand volumes, many of
them scarce and valuable works.
After a meteoric career in the trade union movement (which
will be considered in the next chapter, and which ended in
1834), Owen no longer had any intimate connection with working-
class Radicalism. He became the leader of a small sect of free-
thinkers, and was no longer, in the eyes of respectable people,
*the benevolent Mr Owen'; he was a dangerous character, inciting
the populace to atheism and revolutionary activity. In 1835, he
added to his unpopularity by proclaiming unorthodox views of
marriage in a series of lectures published under the title:
Lectures on the Marriages of the Priesthood of the Old Immoral
World. The title is misleading; he means marriages celebrated
by the priesthood. Owen was by this time a complete communist,
and he objected to marriage as an institution connected with
private property, and involving something like property in per-
sons. He denounced not only marriage but the family environ-
ment for children, and that in very violent language. But he
seems to have hoped that, in spite of liberty, there would still
be many life-long unions.
Whether these views were a theoretical outcome of com-
munism, as in Plato, or were suggested by some circumstance in
his private life, I do not know. Mrs Owen died in 1831, and
although he was frequently away from her for long periods,

